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EXDIS 
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SUBJECT: SECVISIT TO BEIRUT 
REF: (A) BEIRUT 480, (B) BEIRUT 509 

1 . IN GENERAL WE ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH SCENARIO DEVELOPED 
BY EMBASSY AND GOL. FOLLOWING ARE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
ON ARRANGEMENTS PROPOSED BY EMBASSY. 

2. ARRIVAL BEIRUT: ARRIVAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE SATISFACTORY, 
ALTHOUGH WE WISH TO RETAIN SOME FLEXIBILITY IN TERMS OF ONE 
OR MORE OF SUPPORT STAFF REMAINING BEHIND WITH AIRCRAFT 
SHOULD THIS BE NECESSARY. 
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3. PRESS STATEMENT ON ARRIVAL: IN PRINCIPLE, WE ARE 
AGREEABLE TO DISTRIBUTING PRESS STATEMENT ON ARRIVAL RATHER 
THAN SECRETARY MEETING WITH PRESS. YOU SHOULD KNOW. HOW- 
EVER. THAT WE ARE CONSIDERING ANNOUNCEMENT OF AID PACKAGE 
FOR LEBANON DURING SECRETARY'S VISIT AND WILL WANT TO CON- 
SIDER CAREFULLY HOW THIS MIGHT BE BEST DONE. ONE POSSIBI- 
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LITY WOULD BE FOR THIS TO BE INCLUDED IN PRESS HANDOUT AT 
TIME OF DEPARTURE OR IN THE FORM OF A JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT AT 
THE CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING WITH SARKIS. WE WILL BE 
CONSULTING FURTHER WITH YOU ON THIS SUBJECT IN NEXT FEW 
DAYS; IN MEANTIME, YOU SHOULD MAKE NO MENTION OF THIS TO 
GOL UNTIL YOU RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. MOTORCADE ASSIGNMENTS. TARNOFF SHOULD ACCOMPANY 
SECRETARY'S PARTY TO BAABDA. OTHERWISE, MOTORCADE ARRANGE- 
MENTS ARE SATISFACTORY. SHOULD IT BE NECESSARY FOR SOMEONE 
TO GO FROM YARZE TO BAABDA AT SHORT NOTICE, WOULD THIS 
PRESENT ANY PROBLEMS? 

5. MEETING/LUNCHEON AT BAABDA PALACE: 

A. WE ASSUME THAT TOUMAYAN WILL BE IN PLACE AT BAABDA 
BEFORE SECRETARY'S PARTY ARRIVES AND THAT INTERPRETER 
SERVICE NOT NEEDED AT AIRPORT ARRIVAL AND ON RIDE TO 
BAABDA. PLEASE CONFIRM. 

B. PLENARY SESSION: EMBASSY SHOULD PROVIDE NOTETAKER. 

PLEASE PROVIDE NAME. 

C. MEETING WITH SARKIS: HABIB AND ATHERTON SHOULD ALSO 
ACCOMPANY SECRETARY IN ADDITION TO AMBASSADOR AND TOUMAYAN. 
WILL LANE ATTEND AS NOTETAKER? PLEASE CONFIRM. 

D. WE NOTE THAT PLENARY SESSION WILL CONTINUE AFTER SECRE- 
TARY AND OTHERS WITHDRAW FOR MEETING WITH SARKIS. IS 
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LANGUAGE CAPABILITY OF LEBANESE SIDE SUFFICIENT TO ALLOW 
MEETING TO BE CONDUCTED IN ENGLISH OR SHOULD EMBASSY 
OFFICER ASSUME ROLE OF TRANSLATOR (ALTERNATIVELY GOL MIGHT 
WISH TO PROVIDE TRANSLATOR)? RE PARA 3F, REFTEL A, IT 
MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR SPECIAL SHORT MEETINGS WITH GOL OFFI- 
CIALS FOR THOSE MEMBERS OF SECRETARY'S PARTY NOT ATTENDING 
MEETING WITH SARKIS (SAUNDERS, CARTER, QUANDT AND LAKE). 

PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR VIEWS ASAP ON THOSE WITH WHOM WE 
MIGHT USEFULLY MEET. 

E. LUNCHEON: SECRETARY WILL BE PREPARED TO RESPOND TO 
TOAST. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR PROVIDING THEMES HE 
MIGHT USE. PLEASE INCLUDE TARNOFF IN LUNCHEON. 

6. FILING FACILITIES FOR PRESS: TRAVELING PRESS MIGHT 
NEED TO FILE STORIES BECAUSE OF STATESIDE DEADLINES. WE 
NOTE THAT YOU ARE ALERTING REPRESENTATIVES OF BEIRUT 
OFFICES OF PRESS WITH SECRETARY TO MEET WITH THEIR 
COLLEAGUES AT YARZE. MIGHT THEY BE WILLING TO FILE FOR 
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TRAVELING PRESS IF NECESSARY? ALTERNATIVELY WE MIGHT 
REQUEST EMBASSY TO SEND LIMITED NUMBER OF DISPATCHES BY 
ITS FACILITIES. 

7. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR PARKER OR LANE TO 
MEET SECRETARY'S PARTY IN CAIRO AND ACCOMPANY ON AIRCRAFT 
TO BEIRUT IN ORDER TO BRIEF SECRETARY PRIOR TO ARRIVAL. 
AMBASSADOR PARKER IS AWARE OF OUR THINKING ON THIS MATTER 
AND WISHES TO MAKE FINAL DECISION ON WHOM SHOULD GO TO 
CAIRO AT LATER DATE. WE WILL BE SENDING FISCAL DATA 
SHORTLY AS WELL AS INSTRUCTIONS TO CAIRO TO MEET AND 
ARRANGE ACCOMMODATIONS. 

VANCE 
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